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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">Once more it was clear that irresolution had seized<BR>the supreme command.   Hour after hour yet another<BR>opportunity of striking a decisive blow slipped by, as<BR>Essex allowed his officers to dispute as to whether they<BR>should advance or not, and  again  Hampdcn was<BR>foremost among those who implored that immediate<BR>action should be taken.    In this he was vigorously<BR>supported by the evangelical Skippon,    While this<BR>deplorable dispute was going on, two things happened.<BR>Not unwilling to fight, but losing their nerve under<BR>this uncertainty and delay,<SUP>c</SUP> divers of the soldiers would<BR>steal from their Colours towards their home, the city.<SUP>3<BR></SUP>But of much greater significance was a sudden move- <BR>ment among the King's troops.   A Royalist retreat<BR>was beginning, and very soon it was in full operation.<BR>Hampden and Skippon, and indeed all the officers<BR>of authentic Puritan standing, besieged Essex with<BR>entreaties that amounted to demands that they should<BR>be allowed to follow in pursuit.   But the older mer- <BR>cenaries, to whose counsel Essex was always unduly<BR>susceptible, persuaded him that his main object had<BR>been achieved by the King's retreat.    London was<BR>now secure, pursuit would be hazardous, and the<BR>prudent course clearly was to leave well alone. Essex<BR>yielded to the evil counsel.   The King drew off his<BR>troops unmolested, and passing through Reading at<BR>his leisure established himself again at Oxford.   And,<BR>says Whitelock, <I>' </I>Some of the King's party did after- <BR>wards confess to me and others, that if we had fallen<BR>on them at this time they had not bullets enough to<BR>have maintained fight for a quarter of an hour, but</FONT><BR>\
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